
LES TURBULENCES
ART, ARCHITECTURE AND SOCIETIES 



WHAT IS  
A FRAC? 

474   ARCHITECTS 
AND ARTISTS

In 1982, the government and the regional councils 
established a Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain 
(Regional Contemporary Art Fund) in each 
region of France, within the framework of a 
decentralisation policy. 

The Frac gives every region access, on its territory, 
to a collection representative of the most current 
trends in artistic creation at the national and 
international levels. 

The main missions of Fracs are the constitution 
of a collection; its dissemination throughout  
the region, France, and abroad; and to raise public 
awareness of artistic creation from the 1960s  
to the present day. 

Tatiana Bilbao, Sustainable Architecture, 2015
Collection Frac Centre-Val de Loire

AN ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE 
COLLECTION 

By bringing radical and experimental art 
and architecture together from 1950 to the 
present day, the Frac Centre-Val de Loire 
Collection allows us to envision the world of 
tomorrow in the light of its origins. 

It is organised around five major axes: radical 
architecture, an avant-garde movement of the 
1960–70s that aimed to liberate architecture 
from the imperative of construction and 
consider it a discipline for rewriting the 
story of the world; the synthesis of the arts; 
the metamorphosis of design processes 
at the advent of digital technologies; the 
design of new global landscapes beyond 
European borders, what we call disciplinary 
migrations; and the fundamental question 
of the historical invisibilisation of women 
artists and architects. 

The Frac Centre-Val de Loire is the third 
largest art and architecture collection in 
the world after those of the Centre Pompidou 
(Paris) and the MoMA (New York).

Find all of these artworks 
on www.frac-centre.fr 

20 300 ARTWORKS
> 16 579 DRAWINGS 
> 928 MODELS 
> 965 PHOTOGRAPHS 
> 123 SCULPTURES 
> 97 INSTALLATIONS 

THE ARTISTIC 
PROJECT 

If it were necessary to summarise the artistic and 
cultural project of a Frac, and more specifically, 
ours, we might restrain ourselves to the unsated 
desire to “poetically inhabit the world” (Hölderlin). 
The quest is vertiginous and, to put it mildly, 
impossible to attain. It would be necessary for 
every square metre of our lives to accommodate 
an artwork and harbour a thought. Yet we continue 
to maintain this waking dream. 

Therefore, since 2015, we have insisted on going 
beyond our borders to encounter otherness. Africa, 
the Arab worlds, and Latin America have been our 
destinations. This has enabled us to understand 
that when it comes to Utopia, radicality, or 
experimentation, what is at stake is less a question 
of tomorrow than of redefining our beginnings. 

The challenge for the project to come will be, while 
continuing the work of geographic decentring, the 
acceptance of wholly egalitarian 

Zaha Hadid, The Hague Villas, Cross House, 1991 
Coll.  Frac Centre-Val de Loire

Ana Buenaventura, Orden Cósmico, 1972 
Coll. Frac Centre-Val de Loire

Renée Gailhoustet, La Maladrerie
Aubervilliers, 1975-1986, coll. Frac Centre-Val de Loire

status between men and women without 
any conditions or exceptions: an end to the 
invisibilisation of women in the history of 
architecture and art. 
Perhaps once these two battles have been won, 
we might see the premises of our dream become 
reality. 



The Jakob + MacFarlane agency expanded the 
historic building of the Subsistances militaires 
with the extension Les Turbulences. It is the 
result of digital experimentation: the lines of the 
facade of the former building were extended then 
progressively deformed by 3D modelling software. 
From this polymorphism emerges the three glass 
and steel protrusions that provide a covered public 
space. 

The artist duo Electronic Shadow (Naziha Mestaoui 
and Yacine Aït Kaci) cover Les Turbulences with 
a “skin of light” with several hundreds of diodes. 
The lighting animations composed by the artists 
resonate with the environment of the building in 
real time and change according to the climate 
conditions, the luminosity, the speed of the wind… 
The surface of Les Turbulences thus becomes a 
dynamic interface between the architecture and 
its urban environment. 

© Roland Halbe Electronic Shadow, Résonance, 2006

The architect-landscapers Mélanie Drevet and 
Christophe Ponceau have created a 400 m2 
garden, a plant and mineral setting at the back 
of the building. A mirror image of the three 
turbulences, it combines furniture in Corten steel 
with a bed of pozzolan and various plants. A place 
of relaxation, it is also an exhibition space and 
occasionally accommodates events. 

For the Biennale d’Architecture in 2017, the 
architecture studio 1024 (Pier Schneider and 
François Wunschel) created a micro architecture 
bringing together a reception area, bookstore, 
and cafeteria. 
Consisting of simple natural materials such as 
wooden planks, scaffolding clamps and mobile 
lamps, it evokes a world under construction, 
a place-in-progress. A space for encounters, 
it invites visitors to settle in, chat, read, have a 
snack, and let their mind wander. 

AN URBAN 
SIGNAL 

L’Atelier
Agence 1024

La faille 
Agence ruedurepos

Résonance 
Electronic Shadow 

Les Turbulences 
Jakob + MacFarlane



FRAC FIXTURES AND EVENTS

Adopt an Artwork
Every first Thursday of the month, from 
4:30 pm to 7 pm, come and borrow an 
artwork from the collection for a two-
month period. 
Also borrow an artwork during the Bureau 
des cadres mobile at our partners in the 
Centre-Val de Loire region.

The Frac organises exhibitions, visits, conferences, meet-the-artist talks, concerts, performances, 
workshops, and more. These actions are undertaken within the walls of the Frac and across the 
Centre-Val de Loire region. 
Find the programme on www.frac-centre.fr (Events page) 

Become Frac 
Partners 
Associations, businesses, 
academics, and private 
individuals: propose your 
projects to be undertaken 
in association with the Frac 
team, at Les Turbulences or 
in the Centre-Val de Loire 
region. 

Visits and Workshops 
Discovery of the building, exhibition visits, 
and creative workshops are all designed 
to be accessible and inclusive, and can be 
tailored to suit your needs. 
Special activities suitable for young infants 
are also available. 

FRAC AT THE PARC 
FLORAL DE LA SOURCE 
ORLÉANS-LOIRET

2A+P/A, A House from a drawing of Ettore Sottsass Jr., 2017
Coll. Frac Centre-Val de Loire

Dyptique, permanent exhibition device in the Centre-Val de Loire region

Frida Escobedo, Estación #16, 2017-2018
Coll. Frac Centre-Val de Loire

Since 2018, the Parc Floral has hosted two 
permanent artworks from the Frac Centre-Val 
de Loire Collection created on the occasion of 
the first edition of the Biennale d’Architecture 
d’Orléans: Estación #16, a monumental 
sculpture designed by Mexican architect 
Frida Escobedo, and the architectural pavilion  
A house from a drawing of Ettore Sottsass Jr. 
par le groupe italien 2A+P/A.

1982 
Creation of the Fonds Régionaux d’Art 
Contemporain 

1983 
Creation of the Frac Centre

1996 
Appointment of Marie-Ange Brayer  
as director 

1999 
Creation of ArchiLab, Rencontres 
Internationales d’Architecture d’Orléans

2006 
International competition for the 
rehabilitation of the Subsistances militaires 
site and the implantation of the Frac Centre

Winners: Jakob + MacFarlane Agency 

2013 
Inauguration of Les Turbulences -  
Frac Centre

2015 
Appointment of Abdelkader Damani  
as director 

2016  
Creation of the Public Establishment  
of Cultural Cooperation Frac Centre-Val  
de Loire 

2017 
Walking through someone else dream, first 
edition of the Biennale d’Architecture 

2018 
Superstudio,  life after architecture,  
first retrospective in France of the group  
of Italian architects Superstudio 

2019 
Years of solitude, second edition  
of the Biennale d’Architecture 

Un instant avant le monde, first edition of 
the Biennale d’art contemporain de Rabat 

2021 
Le monde bâti des femmes, exhibition  
of women artists and architects from  
the Frac Centre-Val de Loire Collection

SOME KEY DATES 
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ACCESS
Entrance boulevard Rocheplatte 
45000 Orléans 
Tel. +33 (0)2 38 62 52 00 
contact@frac-centre.fr 

HORAIRES 
From Wednesday to 
Sunday from 2 pm to 7 pm. 
Closure of the ticket office: 
6:30 pm • Late-night opening 
on the first Thursdays
of the month, until 8 pm 
Exceptional closure: 25 
December, 1 January, and 1 May 

FOLLOW THE NEWS OF THE 
FRAC CENTRE-VAL DE LOIRE 

Frac Centre-Val de Loire
@fraccentre
@FracCentre
Subscribe to our 
newsletter at
www.frac-centre.fr 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Frac Centre-Val de Loire is 
accessible to persons with 
reduced mobility.  
In order to ensure a comfortable 
visit, the Frac Centre-Val de 
Loire provides walking stick/
portable chairs, magnifying 
glasses, and wheelchairs, 
which are all available from the 
reception desk. 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
Artwork summaries and 
documentary resources 
at www.frac-centre.fr 
(Collection and Resources pages) 

ORGANISATION OF
PRIVATE EVENTS 
location@frac-centre.fr 
Tel. +33 (0) 2 38 62 52 00 

PATRONAGE / PARTNERSHIP: 
contact@frac-centre.fr 
Tel. +33 (0) 2 38 62 52 00 

TARIFS PASS
Family Pass:  € 10
(2 adults + 4 children) access to 
all activities as a family 
Frac Pass: € 20
Access to all events and 
all activities as a family 

PRICES FOR VISITS 
AND EVENTS 
Guided visit: € 4 (full price)
€ 2 (concession price)
€ 60 (group price) 
Grand Studio: € 2 
Visit as a family: € 2 per child 

VISIT RESERVATIONS 
Tel. +33 (0) 2 38 62 62 79 
(Wednesdays from 2 pm to 5 pm) 
reservation@frac-centre.fr 

   

Frac Centre-
Val de Loire 

 

MÉDIATHÈQUE

Loire  

Frac Centre-Val de Loire is a public institution of cultural 
cooperation created by the Region Centre-Val de Loire, 
the State and the City of Orléans

FREE 
ADMISSION TO EXHIBITIONS


